summer is too short, and the people are too democratic'
In the streets urchins sang
'English ways, Japanese goods, Russia for ever,
And of more than Omsk he'll be Regent never*
But all this did not count Nor did the fact that coiners
of sayings were almost more numerous than workmen,
and that fewer and fewer children were being born, as
was the case throughout Russia In 1911 there had been
twenty-seven deaths and twenty-nine births per thousand
In 1919 there were thirty births and seventy-five deaths
Nevertheless, the flagship of the Restoration, under full
steam and flying the white-blue-rcd flag, advanced irre-
sistibly towards the coveted goal Led by old generals who
ignored the age-limit and young subalterns promoted to
the rank of general, the White armies occupied all
Sibena and crossed the frontier into Europe.
On March 13, 1919, Kolchak's troops entered Ufa
In the course of the month of April they took possession
of the metallurgical basin of the Urals Every day the
papers announced that more towns had been taken A
junction would soon be effected in the South with Deni-
kin's forces, and in the North with General Miller's Then
a united front would be established from the White Sea to
the Black Sea, and the young Soviet republic, reduced
to the dimensions of the Grand Duchy of Moscow, would
find itself in the grip of a steel vice
To be sure, the British, nursing their sick, and the
men of the Foreign Legion remained in the rear, thus
bearing witness to prudent doubts about the future The
Japanese had scarcely moved outside the limits of the
Far East, where thfcy spent their time studying topography
and practising musketry with living targets The Ameri-
cans had taken up their quarters in the mineral basin of
Suchan, whose coal suited the boilers of the Pacific
squadron to perfection Even the Czechs had soon got
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